


We bid ..
YOU

welcome!

ERNEST 3. THOMPSON B PRESIDENT

On behalf of ** Youth for Christ” and the Christians’ Ren-
dezvous we would stretch forth a friendly hand of welcome to
YOU. Tlus great united family is growing daily, and it gives
us the greatest of pleasure to have your company.

As to the reason of our existence, our activities and aims for
the future, this brochure will prove most enlightening.

Not only by the fact of its existence or its continual growth,
but by the testimony of many godly men, this is none other than
a mivaculous moving of the Spirit of God. In earnest prayer we
cry: “Oh, God, keep it thus.” Its scope is far-reaching and its
possibilities are tremendous.

Because of its spontaneous origin and amazing progress it
will tend to carry favour with those who are looking to God for
a manifestation of His power, accompanied by deep-seated con-
viction of sin, as contrasted with present-day organized religion.

May I here then express our sincere pleasure in having made
this contact with you and say that we are at your service, and will
count it a privilege to help you in any way possible.

On behalf of * Youth for Christ” and the Christians
Rendezvous, and in the Name of our Great Leader,

I am,

A humble follower of Him,
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HOW A ND WHERE

Youth for Christ and the

Christians’ Rendezvous
BEGAN IN THE BRITISH ISLES

LookinG at this work today and then glancing back over a com-
paratively short space of time, it can be said of a truth that it
had a remarkable and a romantic beginning. but “ it is the Lord's
doings and is marvellous in our eyes."”

Tnose whom God used to commence the work which is briefly
recorded in these pages were conscious of a very heavy burden,
and it was one which became heavier each day. It was a grave
concern for Christian youth on Satmday nights. This night,
above all other nights of the week, the world produced her maxi-
mum for her ardent votaries, and cast upon her stage something
to meet the demand made upon her by modern youth, But
what of the young men and women who had courageously given
their hearts and lives to Jesus Christ? Such young people are as
full of vivacity and youthful energy as those who are caught up
in the world’s pleasures
and attractions, but what
of them on Saturday
nights?  They too must
have an outlet for that life
which is throbbing and
pulsating within, but alas,
again and again, the
Church fails to cater for
them, with the result that
very often these young
people wander aimlessly
around and the adversary
of the human soul is never
slow in bringing the glit-
tering and dazzling lights
of the world before them
in an endeavour to lure
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KEN DAVIES . SECRETARY

them back into his grasp. It has been at such moments that

many young Christians have succumbed to temptation, resulting
so often in bitter and tragic consequences.

Twmis was the burden and the concern, but at last the Divine
order was given and an immediate response followed.

On a lovely summer evening in the month of June the
machinery was put into operation—the first meeting was
launched and birth was given to a work which has since caused
many to wonder. The hand of God has been upon it in a

remarkable way.

Orr one of the main streets in the very heart of the great seaport
city of Liverpool there are a number of narrow turnings. A
few paces along one of these lanes, and up a wooden staircase
is a public hall which is delightfully historical in religious circles.

Part of crowd attending a late Sunday night out-door
Service in the dark during the winter months

Fonur

Around its walls hang the portraits of many old Christian wi
riors who, in the years that have passed, served their city well.
Over the platform is engraved the text: “ Not slothful in busi
ness—fervent in spirit, serving the Lord,” and in the hall is a
rather large portable organ whose history is told in the inscrip
tion on the small brass plate attached to it:

‘This organ was used in the Great

Missions by Mr, Irad D. Sankey and

was presented 1o the Common Hall by

I'homas Matheson, Esq., J.P.. in the

year 1876."

“Through its agency was effected the first impact upon the
national consciousness of such hymns as ‘ Shall we gather at the
river? ' * Hold the fort,” * God be with you till we meet again,’ ete,
It was during this
tour that Sankey's
name became asso-
ciated with that of
Moody, for he had
not very long before
been engaged in
America as a choir
singer by Moody and
he accompanied him
to England in the ab
sence of Bliss, the
regular organist, who
wrote some of the
popular tunes.” It
was in this very place,
where godly men ol
old had earnestly and
ardently prayed, that
the inaugural meect
ing was held. A small
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advertisement was inserted in the local press and some go people
gathered together, representing many churches and missions, and
the most outstanding feature of that first gathering was the spirit
which pervaded the atmosphere. It is with gratitude and to
the glory of God it can here be recorded that the same spirit
has pervaded the atmosphere of every subsequent gathering, and
visiting speakers have all spontanecously given testimony to this
fact. T'his building, however, only had seating accommodation
for 120, and the next week witnessed a packed hall. A door
was then opened into an adjoining room and this too was filled
to capacity, After but a few weeks, so tightly packed together
were the people, that the next step in the growth of the work
had to be taken. The lower hall in the Methodist Central Hall
accommodated 500 and so this was booked for Saturday nights.
In a remarkably short space of time this too was filled and extra
seating was brought in week after week. Thus it was in Feb-
ruary 1945, just eight months after the inaugural meeting in the
Common Hall, that the large Central Hall was taken, and within
a month the numbers were doubled.

IN its short history there have been a number of outstanding
events in addition to its steady growth. In December 1944 a
Christmas Fraternal was planned, and some 400 people sat down
to tables which were groaning neath the weight of their burden.
To those who were privileged to be there, and a privilege it was,
this night will never be forgotten. What a consciousness of the
presence of the heavenly Guest.

For the following Whit-Monday a special Convention was
organized when three services were convened in the Picton Hall.
Arrangements were made with a local caf¢é and lunch and tea
was provided for those attending the Convention. This was a
memorable event and resulted in men and women finding Jesus
Christ as their Saviour.

THe time of the first anniversary was drawing near and some-
thing must be done to mark such an occasion. June 1945 saw
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QUEENIE F. THOMPSON .

SONG LEADER

the launching of a great “ Youth for Christ” Campaign to cele-
brate this event. Many renowned men of God supported this
effort. Two American Army Chaplains, Captain Donald J.
Mackay (who is now a member of the Committee) and Captain
T. O. Sheriff, rendered great service in this venture, The Rev.
W. G. Channon, of the Mewropolitan Tabernacle, London; the
Rev. Ieuan Phillips, B.A., of Swansea; the Rev. D. O. Calvin
Thomas, M.A., of Wrexham; the Rev. W, Myrddin Lewis, of
Birmingham; and the Rev. D. M. Russcll-Jones, of London, all
ministered the Word of God with great power, together with the
Rev. Ivor Lewis, B.A., of Rock Ferry; the Rev. Wilfred Jones,
B.A., of Liverpool; and the Rev. A. E. Chillington, members of
the local committee, and Ernest John Thompson, the President,
all presented an undeniable challenge to the youth of Liverpool.
Many wonderful trophies were won for Jesus Christ during that
“Youth for Christ " campaign. A band of “ fisher-folk " used to
go out on to the highways prior to the meetings and bring in
voung men and women who were idly passing away the hours
on the streets, while others were inside at the place where prayer
was wont to be made. Thus youth joined hands in a great
endeavour to bring youth to Jesus Christ,

Arrer the Saturday night indoor meetings were well under way
this united effort was extended still further in order to reach
those who would not come inside to hear the gospel. Night
after night at the indoor meetings men and women were find-
ing Jesus Christ, but what of those who walked the world-
renowned Lime Street carpet?  This is where young lives,
broken and debauched by sin, are to be found by the score, and
their only hope is in finding Jesus Christ. An intense longing
to reach these benighted souls inspired the commencement of
a late Sunday night outdoor service on the St. George's Hall
Plateau in Lime Street.  Throughout summer and winter this
work has been continued with grand and glorious results. While
the main service is in progress a number of the young people,
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